
 

  

  

Stem Cell Reality Check #4 

Myth: "Human life begins in the womb, not the Petri dish" 

Reality: Actually, it usually begins in the fallopian tube, but it can also begin in a Petri 
dish.  
 
The testimony of modern science is clear on this point: "At the moment the sperm cell of 
the human male meets the ovum of the female and the union results in a fertilized ovum 
(zygote), a new life has begun."  
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The issue is not whether human life is present, but how society ought to treat it.  

Even President Clinton's bioethics advisors said: "We believe most would agree that 
human embryos deserve respect as a form of human life..."  
– National Bioethics Advisory Commission on stem cell research, September 1999 (emphasis added) 
"Stem cell research" refers to research using stem cells that come from embryos or other 
sources, such as adult tissue, placentas, or umbilical cord blood. The only way to obtain 
embryonic stem cells, however, is to kill the living human embryo. The embryos killed 
for their stems cells are about a week old and have grown to about 200 cells.  
 
Embryonic stem cells have not helped a single human patient, while adult stem cells 
and similar ethically acceptable alternatives have helped hundreds of thousands.  

Let's fund promising medical research that everybody can live with. 
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